The Winnsock

Winnipeg Area Chapter of RAA Canada

September 2019

Executive

Directors

President: Jim Oke: – 204 344-5396
Vice President:
Memberships: Steven Sadler – 204 736-3138
Treasurer: Harold Kroeker – 204 296-2598

Bert Elam – 204 955-2448
Ben Toenders – 204 895-8779
Ken Podaima – 204 257-1275
Jill Oakes – 204 261-1007
Tom Stoyka – 204 444-3838
Bob Stewart – 204 853-7776

RAA Final Assembly Hangar Manager – Harold Kroeker – 204 296-2598

NEWSLETTER:

Bob Stewart 56088 Edgewood Rd. Dugald, MB R5P 0A9
Phone: 204 853-7776
Email: stewart@mynetset.ca

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 19

“What Happened Last Summer”

October 17

AGM, Election and Rewards

November 2 – 3

Possible project tour to the US or locally

November 21

General Meeting

December 7

RAAC Pot Luck Dinner
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RAA Regular meeting Thursday September 19, 2019, 7:30 Lyncrest Flight Centre
“What Happened Over the Summer.” Such things as first flights, AirVenture and anything you would
like to update the group on. Everyone welcome.
Possible October project tour to the United States. We are looking into the possibility of a
project tour to the United States. If you are aware of any projects in the Grand Forks, Fargo and
Detroit Lakes area that the group would be interested in seeing, can you please contact Jim Oke
at 204 344-5396 or wmjoke@gmail.com.
Every month I search for articles for the newsletter. If you would like to submit an article or have
a topic you’d like researched, please let me know. I’d prefer to have articles from our members
about their projects, aviation experiences or interests.
Bob
RAA Project Tour May 2019

The Project Tour on Saturday May 18, 2108 was a huge success with 24 fellow aviators
participating. Due to the weather David Lamb in his beautiful RV7A was the only participant to fly
into Larry Brown’s place. The rest of the group met at a local gas station. The tour started at
Garry Long’s where we looked at the C180 on floats that he is rebuilding after an accident. Gary
has had to make some unique jigs, fixtures and some done some very complicated repairs. Gary
also demonstrated a V12 Jaguar engine on a test stand that he is planning on putting into a
Mustang he close to completing. Next to Greg Ross’s to see the Zenaire 750 that he is also close
to completing. The end of the tour was back at Larry Brown’s where we looked at a Sonerai II
project that he and Myles Shastko have restored. Larry also showed a video of him landing his
aircraft on floats on his runway and installing skis for winter. Thanks to Larry for organizing this
tour. The tour ended with the group meeting at a restaurant in Stonewall and discussing the great
projects we had just seen.
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Trust but Verify your Weather by Bert Elam

When planning a flight many us take a quick look at the GFA or the TAF and off we go. But do we
consider their accuracy, or merely complain about the lack thereof. It is up to us to ensure what we
are looking at is indeed going to be accurately forecasting the future. We need to use all the available
resources we have, to verify the information is indeed accurate.
The first thing that we need to verify is validity period of the forecast we are using. Next we need
to decide if the forecast is a regularly scheduled forecast or an amended forecast. If the forecast is
an amended one, we must question why the weather is not behaving as previously forecast. If it is
a regular scheduled forecast, we need to compare it to the current METAR and if possible to previous
historical ones. Does the current METAR reflect the TAF forecast and its trend, if not one must
consider the entire forecast with a bit of skepticism. Check the METARs and TAFs at locations where
the weather is coming from, does it show the trend developing that is forecast. Plus, one must
consider the limitations of a TAF, as it’s name implies it is a Terminal Area Forecast good for
approximately 5NM around the facility that is reporting, not much good for those of us planning a
long cross country away from the reporting station.
For longer flights, especially in Canada where the reporting points are considerable distances apart,
we rely on GFA’s for planning purposes. But even here we need to verify that the forecast is
accurate. We need to compare the available METARs and TAFs to the GFA and see if they agree. We
need to look at radar and satellite images and see if they agree. And even Surface Analysis charts
to see where the fronts and low and high pressure systems are located and estimate how fast they
may be moving. Many locations now have weather cameras, and there are many unofficial sources
for weather, how are they stacking up against the forecast. And there is always the formal weather
briefing from FIC, they spend their entire day watching the weather and systems develop and should
have developed a feel for some local phenomena.
Never has the saying that there is an app for that, been more true than in finding out weather
information. Don’t limit your search to merely one weather product, nor blindly believe it, verify.
Check stations nearby to see if they validate what is being told to you. Ensure that the METAR
confirms that the TAF is really a forecast and not an “aftercast”.
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RAA Hangar News

Some of you may remember Bill LeBrun who had been
working on his bright yellow Jungster in the RAA hangar
from October 2018 until he passed away in January 2019.
The Jungster is a single-engine, single-seat biplane with
conventional landing gear that is intended to be an 80
percent scale replica of the Bücker Bü 133 Jungmeister.
Bill left the RAA some very nice tools to be housed in the
RAA hangar for the use of all members. These tools
include:
A 50 ton Hydraulic Press complete with bending dies and
assorted pieces of pipe and plate to hold the part being
pressed.
A metal cutting bandsaw with a 4” x 6” capacity. It can
also be converted to a vertical bandsaw with the addition
of a table. An 8” grinder complete with a very sturdy stand
was also donated.

The RAA also purchased a TruTac II
which is used to calibrate an aircraft’s
tachometer. Mechanical tachometers
are notoriously inaccurate and should
be checked at each annual and 100 hour
inspection
or
any
time
aircraft
performance is in question. It is very
simple to use: Turn it on, select the
number of blades the prop has (from 2
to 5), place in on the glareshield with
the display facing you and the optical
sensor facing the prop, and read the
rpm. It can even be used in flight if
desired.
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Transition to ICAO NOTAM format and new NOTAM Series
Changes coming October 10, 2019
On October 10, 2019, NAV CANADA will transition to the ICAO NOTAM format. As a result, NAV
CANADA will distribute all Canadian domestic NOTAM using the ICAO format under new NOTAM
Series.
At the same time, NOTAMs obtained directly from a NAV CANADA website will need to be accessed
through Collaborative Flight Planning Services (CFPS) instead of the Aviation Weather Web Site
(AWWS) where they are currently found.
Runway Surface Condition (RSC) reports will remain unchanged – and will continue to be available
on AWWS - until they are transitioned to the ICAO format in the fall of 2020.
Retrieving NOTAMs
A key difference between the ICAO NOTAM format and the previous approach is that
NOTAMs will now be geographically-referenced, rather than based on NOTAM Files.
Georeferencing is a process that determines a NOTAM’s impacted location based on
geographic coordinates, and will be done for National, FIR and Aerodrome NOTAMs.
Starting mid-September, users will be able to use CFPS to access geographically-tagged NOTAMs
in the current Canadian Domestic format. The NOTAM retrieval tool will be placed on a section of
CFPS – a new tab called “Weather” – which will not require a login. Users will still need a CFPS
account in order to file flight plans online.
Using CFPS, users will be able to search for NOTAMs by entering an Aerodrome ID, NAVAID, FIR,
or geographic coordinates, with an optional desired radius around these points of interest. They will
also be able to enter a flight route and receive all NOTAMs which geographically intersect the route.
NOTAMs for an aerodrome will no longer be associated to another aerodrome’s NOTAM File, and the
concept of a NOTAM File will cease to exist.
As of October 10, 2019, NOTAMs will only be available on CFPS, and the functionality will be removed
from AWWS. At the same time, NOTAMs will switch to the ICAO format, whether they are accessed
through CFPS or a third-party application.
More detailed retrieval guidelines will be provided closer to the transition date.
The ICAO NOTAM format
The adoption of the ICAO NOTAM format – already used by most countries - will ensure compliance
with international standards and will eliminate the need for pilots who fly international routes to be
familiar with more than one NOTAM format. It will also pave the way for more advanced filtering
functionality, reducing NOTAM clutter by help pilots access just the NOTAMs pertinent to their flight.
The format divides a NOTAM’s content into eight defined sections which are further explained in the
reference materials listed below.

Summary of NOTAM changes timing
Mid-September
Prior to midStarting October 10,
to October 9,
September
2019
2019
NOTAM
AWWS (or
retrieval
party tool)
tool

3rd AWWS or CFPS CFPS
(or 3rd party tool)
(or 3rd party tool)

NOTAM
Canadian Domestic Canadian Domestic ICAO
format
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AWWS –
change

no

Input Aerodrome
CFPS – input
NOTAM
ID(s) to retrieve
point(s) of interest
search
selected NOTAM
or flight route to
approach
Files
retrieve NOTAMs
within
defined
geographic area

Input point(s) of interest
or flight route to retrieve
NOTAMs within defined
geographic area

For more information relating to the transition to ICAO NOTAM format, visit the links below, or
contact icaonotam@navcanada.ca.


Briefing on the Transition to ICAO NOTAM Format and New NOTAM Series



Transition to ICAO NOTAM - External Transition Plan



Briefing for NOTAM Originators



ICAO NOTAM Format Brochure

Christavia project for Sale
All structural components completed, wings ready for covering.
Seats covered c/w custom embroidery “Christavia”
406 elt
Transponder
Radio
Rebuilt Continental 90
Needs covering, paint and a minimum of other work and ready to fly.
Call Steve at 204 736-3138

Plane Fun
Be the first to identify the mystery aircraft
and be recognized in the next edition of the
Winnsock. Send your entry to Bob Stewart
at stewart@mynetset.ca. If you have an
aircraft that you would like to challenge our
readership, please send it to me.
Bob
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2020 Membership Form

Winnipeg Area Chapter RAA
Full $25

Required Information
Name

OFFICE USE ONLY

Mailing
Address

Renewal Date

Phone(s)

Chq.
Other
Initials

E-mail
Are you an RAA national member?

(1)

Do you give permission for your information to be
made available to other Winnipeg RAA members?
Optional Information
Do you own
an aircraft?
Yes
Make/model:

No

Registration:
Are you
building or
restoring an
aircraft?

Yes
Make and model
of project(s):

No

Are you a
member of
other
aviation
groups?

Cash

Yes

No

Yes

No

EAA:
COPA:
Others:

What Pilots
licences and
ratings do
you hold?

RAA Winnipeg contributes $15 per member towards the insurance program maintained by RAA
national. This program provides liability insurance to cover local chapter events.
Please make cheque payable to: RAA - Winnipeg Chapter
Mailing Address: RAA Winnipeg Chapter c/o Harold Kroeker
217 Niagara St. Winnipeg Mb.
R3N 0V1
Note: Your membership fee to the RAA - Winnipeg Chapter does not provide membership in
National RAAC.
IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP HAS LAPSED let me encourage you to re-engage! We miss you and your
involvement in our Chapter!
If you do not wish to receive the RAA Newsletter and other RAA communications, please email
me.
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